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Volume 2~ Number 3 

 

   From the Director 

                                            Fred Harris 

 

                                     VALUE!!  So what's valuable to  

     a club like ours? Certainly member-        
     ship is the most important value to 
any club and ours is no exception.  Without you we 
simply wouldn't exist.  Shout it out now:  Thank you 
for being a member of ACHR! 

 Officers too have value as they're the ones that 
keep things rolling.  Your Director, besides directing 
(a labor of love) seems to stay busy enough to consid-
er this a part time job.  Your Assistant Director, Paul 
Carter, might even do more, especially as your direc-
tor travels so much!  Sherri Mahorney, your Secretary, 
keeps minutes and records that are invaluable to our 
club when something has to be reviewed or revisited 
and your Treasurer, Cathy Lyon, handles the money 
right down to the penny and an accurate, trustworthy 
treasurer is priceless. 

 Appointed Officers also do an incredible 
amount of work for the club.  Your Ladies of ACHR 
officers, currently Connie Lukas and Deb Carter, have 
certainly proven valuable over the years and 2013 is 
no exception!  Great activities for the ladies and the 
responsibility for 3 wonderful events.  The annual pic-
nic which I was told was great, the upcoming Progres-
sive Dinner ride and of course our Christmas Party.  
B/T/W, at the time of this article we still need mem-
bers to step of an open their homes for the appetizers 
and dinner portions of the Progressive Dinner ride. 

  Your Membership Officer, Wendy Storino, has 
been flawless in keeping track of our membership and 
who's who in the club.  Kathy Schroeder, your Activi-
ties Officer, has done a magnificent job keeping the 
activities meetings on track and the calendar on the 
web site up to date.  Frank Smith, your Safety Officer, 
has so much experience and expertise that his words 
of wisdom should be read, reviewed and followed as 
evidenced by our success in accident free events. 

 Head Road Captain Phil Lyon has filled that 

position for so long I don't even know who, if anyone, 
did it before he did.  I don't believe we've ever had a 
ride without a road captain, or several, and a good ride 
leader.  Speaking of this, we need more road captains 
to share the load so just see Phil about helping out.  
Your quartermaster, Tim Mahan, stepped right up 
without hesitation when the need arose and got us our 
cool stuff to wear and put on our vest and your Pho-
tographer, Gayle "Brad" Bradshaw, takes more pic-
tures that I thought possible.  Thanks goodness we're 
in a digital age and don't have to pay for all the film 
processing.  It's a great thing to be able to revisit past 
events through pictures on our web site. 

 Marc London, as your Webmaster, silently 
goes about updating and maintaining your web site 
and I truly believe the web site is the most valuable 
tool we have for communicating what's going on with 
ACHR.  Ruth Emmans, who publishes your newslet-
ter, has also done an outstanding job this year and, as 
always, getting content is her biggest challenge.  Go 
ahead and write something, it only takes a few 
minutes and there's bragging rights you get when you 
see your article in digital print.  Your Sergeant-at-
arms, Joe Driscoll, also stepped up when we created 
that position.  His reputation precedes him and need-
less to say we've never had any trouble at any meeting 
or event whether he's around or not.  Nobody I know 
wants to get shot! 

 Lastly, but certainly not least, is your recently 
retired Historian Mary Savard.  Mary has been around 
longer than anyone (besides Russ) and the memorabil-
ia that she has is priceless.  Remember the H.O.G. Fu-
neral Party we had, what a blast reviewing all those 
scrapbooks and pictures Mary brought for us to share.  
She will truly be missed and we owe her a debt of 
gratitude for what see did for over 20 years!!! 

 A simple shout out THANK YOU ALL for 
what you do simply cannot express my, and I hope 
your, gratitude for what these folks do for ACHR.    

Shout it out now:  THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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                                   From the Safety Officer 

                                    Frank Smith 

 

 

 

Back to the Basics 

     The first thing you must master is head and 
eyes.  What this means exactly, is that wherev-
er you look, that's where the bike will go.  The 
reason the phrase head and eyes is used is that 
if you turn your head to the right, but your 
eyes look straight ahead, the technique WILL 
NOT work.  Both your head and eyes must 
turn in the direction you want the bike to 
go.  Never look down unless you want to go 
down.  Head and eyes does take practice to 
become second nature.  The good news is that 
you can practice this technique every time you 
are on your motorcycle.  Simply pulling out of 
your driveway, for instance, if you are turning 
to the right, turn your head and eyes to the 
right, look down the road where you want the 
motorcycle to go and you'll immediately notice 
you will be making a much tighter turn than 
normal.  When you stop at a stop sign and are 
about to make a left hand turn, turn your head 
and eyes to the left, avoid looking at the curb 
or the center line of the road and focus on 
where you want the bike to end up and you 
will find you will never drift towards the curb 
or the center line of the road.  You can even 
practice this technique on a bicycle by making 
U-turns on the street in front of your own 

home.     

 

      The second technique you must learn is 
how to use the friction zone.  The friction zone 
is the area on the clutch between fully open 
and fully closed.  In other words, as you let the 

clutch out and the bike starts to move, you're 
entering the friction zone.  An easy way to be-
come accustomed to riding the bike in the fric-
tion zone is to practice the slow race.  That is 
simply going as slow as you possibly can with-

out releasing the clutch completely. 

 

    The third technique is the proper use of the 
rear or controlling brake.  With the motorcycle 
in the friction zone, keep your foot on the rear 
brake and feather it as the bike starts to 
move.  By doing this you are making the mo-
torcycle think it's going faster than it is.  When 
you apply power and keep your foot on the 
rear brake, it keeps the motorcycle  from fall-
ing over at low speeds which is where most 
people have a problem.  I've never heard of 
anyone having problems balancing their mo-
torcycle at 50 or 60mph.  If you don't use these 
techniques at 5 or 10mph the motorcycle feels 
clumsy and wants to fall over on it's 
side.  AVOID using the front brake at all costs 
when riding at parking lot speeds, as applying 
the front brake at 5 or 10mph with  the handle 
bars turned even slightly, will pull you to the 
ground like a magnet.  Of course, once above 
parking lot speeds, you must use the front 
brake as well as the rear brake, as 70% of your 
braking power comes from the front brake.   
      Avoid dragging your feet along the ground 
as this tends to upset the balance of the motor-
cycle, and of course, if your feet are dragging 
on the ground you cannot have your foot on 
the brake.  As soon as you start to move your 
bike from a complete stop, both feet should 
automatically come up to the floor boards or 
pegs and your right foot should be feathering 
the rear brake.  Once you master these three 
simple techniques, you will be amazed at the 

tight maneuvers your bike can perform.   
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From Will Kircik 

 

 

 

Blue Ridge Parkway via the Amtrak Auto 

Train – October 2012  

Last October, Scott Fisher and I took a trip to ride the 
entire length of the Skyline Drive (105 miles) and the 
Blue Ridge Parkway (469 miles).  We decided to take 
Amtrac’s Auto Train to Virginia and then ride the rest of 

the way back. 

We first had to back track to Sanford, FL to catch the 
auto train.  The train’s staff carefully loaded and tied 
down the bikes to the carts.  They next videotaped the 
bikes and inspected them carefully for any pre existing 

damage.  

The train left promptly at 4 pm for the 815 mile trip to 
Lorton Va. (just outside of the Washington DC area).  It 
was a leisurely 17 hour overnight trip which included 
dinner (with wine) and breakfast in the morning. The 
wine made for a restful sleep for the first half of the 
night, but the second half of the night entailed a crying 

baby who didn’t have wine with its dinner. 

We arrived in Lorton VA at 9:30 am and it took approxi-
mately ½ hour before the bikes were off loaded and we 
were headed to start of the Skyline Drive at Front Royal 

VA. 

After lunch in Front Royal we started down the Skyline 
Dr.  The drive is posted at 35 mph and after stopping at 
the visitor’s center and several other overlooks we had 
traveled the 105 mile length of the parkway. We stopped 

for the night at Waynesboro VA.  

The next morning we started down the 469 miles of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway.   Being the first week of October 
we didn’t catch quite the fall colors, but the trip was still 
picturesque and we had sunny weather for most of the 

trip. We literally had the parkway to ourselves. 
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As we traveled down the parkway we ran into a group of 
bikers at one of the overlooks.  They raved about a biker 
hotel, restaurant and bar down the parkway at the Laurel 
Springs exit.  It sounded too good to pass up so we end-
ed up stopping there.  It was a blast from the past and it 
ended up being the highlight of the trip.  It was called 
Freebornes Eatery and Lodge. It was a 1950’s motor 
lodge, restaurant and lounge located one block off the 

BRP at mile marker 248 at the Laurel Springs exit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were 19 rooms with knotty pine walls, mattresses 
with plastic covers (that made a heck of a racket when 
you got in and out of bed), window AC units, 10” wall 
mounted TV’s and each had a set of Adirondack chairs 
outside. The restaurant food was great and the bar had a 

friendly crowd.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bar closed down by 9 pm, but the bikers in the ad-
joining rooms brought their own party with them and a 

good time was had by all well into the night. 

In the morning I was awakened by loud snoring.  I was 
about ready to throw a pillow at Scott, but realized that 
the snoring was coming from the two adjoining rooms 
on either side. After all it was a 1950’s motel with walls 

that had little or no insulation.  

We continued down the parkway and ended up spending 
the next night in Maggie Valley.  That night the weather 
changed… it got down to 38 degrees and started raining.  
We didn’t mind riding in 38 degrees or riding in the 
rain… but not 38 degrees and raining.   In the morning 
we got a break and it stopped raining.  We finished the 
Blue Ridge Parkway in Cherokee and then we started 
down 441 back to Florida.  We spent the final night in 
Dublin, GA and then finished back in Florida the next 

day. 

The trip took 6 days and we travelled at total of 2,165 

miles.  

By Amtrak       –    815 miles 

By Motorcycle – 1,350 miles              

Trip Costs 

Amtrak  - Person       (one way)      $   98.00  

Amtrak  - Motorcycle (one way)     $121.00                                            
    $218.00  

   

Gas                                        $106.00 

4 night’s motels (shared room)    $175.00  

5 days food                          $150.00  

Total             $650.00 / person 
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      Paul Carter 

    Assistant Director 

       

 

 

 

 

‘Brad’ Bradshaw 

ACHR Photographer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies of  ACHR 

Co-Chairs 

                             

Connie Lucas  & Debra Carter                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Johnny and Dean Gibson 
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DON’T FORGET ABOUT 

OUR NEXT MEETING ON 

July 20 AT THE VFW 

 

Breakfast Always Served!!!!! 

Be sure to see our Calendar of 

Events on our web site: 

http:www.AncientCityHarleyRiders.com 

The VFW is collecting: 

Campbell’s Labels 

Caps 

Box tops 

Tabs 

Coupons cut or uncut 
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From the QUARTERMASTER 

By Tim Mahan 

 

 

Quartermaster’s Corner 

Available for Purchase: 

 

Charter Member Patches 

 

 

 

 

 

T-Shirts 

Black, White, Red, Green, Blue,  

Orange, Sand and Maroon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Patches: 8” 

Front Patches: 3” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pins: 1.25” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Newsletter Editor 

Ruth Emmans 

 

 

 

Warm weather is finally here! Our club has lots of  

fun and exciting activities planned over the next 

few months. 

 

Please take lots of pictures and get those articles 

About our club in for our next newsletter! 

  

We appreciate all contributions to our BTL News-

letter.  Articles are always welcome from all mem-

bers! 

Ride safely and keep your head in the wind! 
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ANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERS    

OFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERS    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director:  Fred Harris 

 

Assistant Director:  Paul Carter 

 

Secretary:  Sherri Mahorney 

 

Treasurer:  Cathy Lyon 

 

Activities:  Kathy Schroeder 

 

Head Road Captain:  Phil Lyon 

 

Ladies of ACHR Co-Chairs:  Debra Carter/Connie Lucas 

 

Membership:  Wendy Storino 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Ruth Emmans 

 

Photographer:  “Brad” Bradshaw 

 

Safety:  Frank Smith 

 

Sergeant At Arms:  Joe Driscoll 

 

Quartermaster:  Tim Mahan 
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ANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERSANCIENT CITY HARLEY RIDERS    

        ROAD CAPTAINSROAD CAPTAINSROAD CAPTAINSROAD CAPTAINS    

Head Road Captain - Phil Lyon 

Brad Bradshaw 

Paul Carter 

Joe Driscoll 

Cliff Gandy 

Fred Harris 

Lynn Harris 

Jack Leffingwell 

Tim Mahan  

Dick Sherrod 

Frank Smith 

Phil	Yoder	

 




