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Fred Harris 

Director 

Message from your Director: 

As we begin 2016 I can't help but 

anticipate what a great year it will 

be!  We've got so much planned:  

More rides, more overnight trips and simply more to 

do.  Please always check the Calendar on the web site 

and look ahead to what's coming up.  The Tri-Chapter 

rides and picnic will again be awesome and the 

Christmas Party, spearheaded by Orange Park HOG, 

will be incredible as well. 

 

Our Chapter Sponsor, Adamec Harley-Davidson, con-

tinues it's great support of our Chapter.  We can't 

thank them enough for their support and monthly 

gifts for our members.  Our Road Captains have their 

work cut out for them with the increase in rides & 

trips but we've also increased our Road Captain count 

to 17!!  Most importantly our Officers, new and re-

newed, are incredible so be sure to thank them every 

chance you get for what they all do to make this the 

great Chapter that is!!!.   

 

Upcoming shortly is the Tri-Chapter picnic, please 

sign up NOW if you haven't already.  There are links 

to the sign-up page on our web site's home page.   

 

Remember that we will need your help with all the 

Adamec sponsored events and there are again 6 of 

them, all on the calendar, that need volunteers.  

We'll get your names as we get closer to each event 

but please seriously consider volunteering.  We don't 

ask much of our Membership but do when it comes 

to these events. 

 

Our LOH Ladies are busy busy busy and a big "thank 

you" to Pat Williams for her work over the past years 

and to Mary Beach, Barbara Moran and Cindi Smith 

for what they're doing in 2016!! 

 

 

In closing,  ride safe, have fun, participate and thank 

you be supporting your chapter. 

~ Fred 

 

 

Frank Smith 

Assistant Director 

Message from your Assistant Di-

rector: 

Spring is upon us so let’s get the 

scoots out and ride!  The weather 

is getting warmer and the days are 

getting longer so if you haven’t 

been riding much this winter, now 

it is the time to thaw out your mo-

torcycles and hit the highways.  If you haven’t been 

riding often now is the time to give your bikes a much 

needed look over to make sure they are  still road 

worthy so you won’t miss out on the exciting rides 

and events forthcoming this year. 

Speaking of rides and events – You don’t want to miss 

out on our Tri-Chapter Picnic which is fast approach-

ing on April 23
rd

.  If you haven’t signed up for it al-

ready just go to our website and do it.  The picnic and 

food was great last year and I expect that will be the 

same again this year.  Each Adamec HOG Chapter is 

also sponsoring a Tri-Chapter Lunch Ride again this 

year.  Those are great rides and something that you 

don’t want to miss out on. 

A couple of overnighters are coming up too.  The first 

is to Apalachicola for some delicious oysters and the 

next will be to Sebastian Harbor.  Check the ride cal-

endar on our website for additional details.   

The Florida HOG Rally is being held in Polk County 

(Lakeland) this year.  The dates of the rally are 10/26 

to 10/29.  The main location for the rally is the  
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Sun-N’-Fun area of the Lakeland Airport.  There also is 

a link to the rally site on our website so check it out if 

you are interested.  If you are planning to attend, it 

would be a good idea to make your lodging reserva-

tions early as they may be hard to come by later on. 

Thank you to all members who have volunteered dur-

ing the past year.  Your time, dedication and service 

are greatly appreciated and we could not have done it 

without your help. 

Last and most important – A Well Deserved “Shout-

Out” to our sponsoring dealership staff at Adamec 

Harley-Davidson.  We appreciate all that you do and 

have done for our Chapter and enjoy the partnership 

that we have with you. 

As always, ride safe, eat and most of all:  Have Fun!!! 

~ Frank   

We had a very productive 

meeting of our chapter 

Road Captains following 

the monthly chapter meet-

ing this past February.  Nu-

merous good ideas and rid-

ing practices were dis-

cussed. As a result, I’d like 

to pass along these high-

lights for your considera-

tion.  Our chapter Road 

Captains all want our us to arrive at our destinations 

safely, have a good time, and look sharp as a riding 

club while we are doing so. The following items 

should help us accomplish just that. 

Picking up riders enroute:  If you are joining at a rest 

stop you may fill in any where in the group as we 

leave the stop.  However, if you are joining the chap-

ter at a ride by pickup point, we ask that you please 

fill in at the end of the group.  The Sweep will safely 

ensure room is made for any new arrivals. In addition 

to maintaining group integrity this is the safest way to 

join the group while we are moving. 

Early departures:  If you plan to leave the group be-

fore we get to our destination please inform the Lead 

and Sweep prior to beginning the ride so they can 

make all riders aware of your early departure.  This 

will preclude any following riders or the Sweep from 

pulling off with you thinking you may have a problem 

(per our riding rules).   

Filling a gap: When a gap or  hole occurs in a stag-

gered formation due to a bike leaving, simply change 

your position in the your lane.  If you are riding next 

to the center line of the highway, move to the 

right.  If you are riding next to the shoulder move to 

the left. ALWAYS make a head check before initiating 

a maneuver.  Your mirror view or what you saw “just 

a second ago” is never substitute for your own “eyes 

on”.  Crossing over to fill gaps in a formation has 

been determined to be the safest way to fill a gap by 

both H.O.G. and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation.   

Note:  It is illegal in all but two states to pass  

another vehicle or motorcycle in the same lane.   

Excessive Space (not due to a rider leaving the 

group):  This not only results in the group taking more 

space on the highway, it also invites motorists of the 

four wheeled variety, often traveling at higher speed, 

to cut into the formation, possibly running up on the 

bike in front of the hole, causing dangerous tailgating 

and passing situations for the bikers behind the hole, 

or even sideswiping a rider the vehicle doesn’t 

see.  When a gap or excessive space develops during 

a group ride of any size, it’s up to each member of the 

group to work together to protect the integrity of the 

group and each other.  Always remember the 1 sec-

ond/2 second rule of thumb for maintaining proper 

distance between bikes.   

I hope these hints and good practices prove helpful to 

you.  I know if we constantly practice these safe riding 

practices we will be safer, we will look good while we 

ride, and as always, we will be having a great time 

while enjoying what we love. Riding motorcycles.   

 

~ Ron   
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Ancient City H.O.G. has 

Two New Safety Officers:  

Tim Mahan and Merle 

Kruer.   

They will be stepping in and 

picking up right where Charlie 

Williams leaves off with the same goals in mind:  Be 

safe riding while having fun doing the same.  We 

want to extend our thanks and a hearty “well done” 

to Charlie for the exceptional job he did and for 

keeping the chapter focused on what should be the  

main goal in all of our minds:  Getting home from all 

of our rides, whether they be solo or in groups, 

safely and in one piece.  So, as we “Spring into Sum-

mer” we should all take a little time to think about 

safe riding practices in general, perform a complete 

mechanical safety check of our equipment (including 

but not limited to our motorcycles) before going on 

our next rides, and review some of the hazards and 

associated conditions we face in our usual stomping 

grounds of northeast Florida. 

As a mild winter gives way to the warming weather 

of Spring, we often find ourselves trying to decide 

what to wear or what to bring on a ride.  Mornings 

and evenings can still be quite chilly, with the midday 

being warm, often reaching into the 80’s, especially 

if riding inland.  Dressing in layers that can be easily 

removed or added is a must.  Some sort of face pro-

tection often is a great help as we lose much of our  

body temperature through our head and other ex-

tremities.  Keeping a pair of full finger gloves as well 

as open fingered gloves gives you added flexibility.  

Don’t forget to bring sunscreen.  Just because it’s cool 

or cold doesn’t stop those UV rays from causing skin 

damage.   Is it time to replace that old helmet?  What 

is the manufacturers recommended replacement cal-

endar?  How are the soles of your riding boots/shoes 

looking?  Are they worn?  Will they provide a good 

grip on a variety of surfaces?  Are the glasses or gog-

gles you ride with sufficient?  Do you have different 

pairs for different conditions?  We’ve found that car-

rying a dark, a clear, and an amber pair cover a wide 

range of lighting conditions and can often be pur-

chased in sets for less than twenty bucks.  Certainly a 

good investment.  Do you have a rain suit?  All of us 

who ride in Florida know just how quickly a sudden 

downpour can really change an otherwise enjoyable 

day on the scoot, especially if the day isn’t a particu-

larly warm one.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be aware of changing weather and surface conditions 

as you are riding.  We face many hazards in NE Florida 

that can range from debris in the roadways (how 

many of us have had to dodge a clump of sod laying in 

the middle of Hwy 13 in a shadow?), or live critters 

darting out in front of us (or just laying in the middle 
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of a warm highway after dark?).   

We regularly encounter deer, possum, fox, armadillo, 

wild turkeys, vultures, even gators on our rides so 

keep those eyes peeled and always be alert.  There 

are of course peak times for various animals to be 

more active, but they can show up literally at any 

time on any ride and are not limited to the country-

side. 

Blowing leaves can get wet and will cause a loss of 

traction in an instant.  That little pile of sand in a  slow 

left or right turn can affect the steering of a motorcy-

cle far more quickly and more severely than many of 

us realize or are expecting.  Look and listen to your 

surroundings.  Performing a head check either left or 

right doesn’t just assist us visually, but it will often 

give us an aural notice that we have another vehicle 

approaching from our rear (or that one we knew was 

coming is closer than we realized).  

Last but not least are the motorcycles we ride.  Prior 

to every ride we should be performing a pre-ride 

safety check.  Starting at the top of the windshield 

and working our way down to where the “rubber 

meets the road” is a must.  Air pressure in our tires is 

often neglected because it’s not the most accessible 

thing to check, but those two small “one dollar bill” 

patches of rubber that contact the roadway is what 

everything above that point depends on for safety.  

Check all of your lights, including blinkers and emer-

gency flashers.   Check your horn.  Closely check for 

loose nuts or fittings.  Keep your bike on a regular ser-

vicing schedule and keep those fluids fresh and full.  

Florida summer heat can be extreme and oils/lubes 

can break down sooner, causing more frequent need 

for changing.  We look forward to a great summer of 

riding in 2016.  Ride safe, ride sober, and have fun! 

~ Tim and Merle  

New Faces Leading Ladies 

of Harley for 2016 

The three ladies pictured here, 

along with the rest of the 

ACHOG Chapter would like to 

extend our heartfelt thanks to our 

friend  Pat Williams for her out-

standing and steadfast work in 

directing LOH for the past cou-

ple years.  We are all sorry to see 

you step down and you will be 

missed.  That said, these ladies 

have grabbed the bull by the 

horns and started 2016 off with a 

bang.  Already this year, they 

have held regular monthly meet-

ings, including a bowling night, 

St Patrick’s Day dinner at Dono-

van’s, and most recently, spon-

sored a very successful Bingo 

night fund raiser held at the 

VFW on US1 

(where Pat Williams deservedly won 

the $250.00 jackpot!).  Upcoming 

events include a ladies “Bunko” 

night and taking a large supporting 

role in preparing for the Tri-Chapter 

picnic on April 23, 2016, as well as others.  Please 

check the calendar on the ACHOG website for more 

information.  If you are not currently a member of 

L.O.H. please contact one of these fine ladies to see 

what you are missing out on!    

 

Shout out to our 

sponsoring 

dealer for ALL 

YOU DO!! 
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The 3rd Annual Mike and Sandi Gilbo ride was held on  

January 9, 2016.  The weather was cloudy and omi-

nous, with a threat of rain, but Mike and Sandi must 

have been looking down on all of us and we rolled 

without a hitch nor a drop of rain.  Although tempera-

tures remained quite cool, the turnout was better 

than expected and the event continues to grow every 

year.  We estimated the total count of bikes and 

other vehicles to be well over one hundred.  This was 

an escorted ride and props go out to the St Johns 

County Sheriff’s Department for the fine job of safely 

leading us from our departure point on US1 North, 

past the K-9’s for Warriors complex (to whom all the 

proceeds from the ride were donated), over to A1A, 

through St Augustine and over the Bridge of Lions, 

with our final stop being at the VFW post US1 South 

for a fine breakfast and discussion with one of the 

graduates of the K-9’s for Warriors program and his 

faithful new companion.  This program has had a 

100% success rate for it’s graduate Veterans in help-

ing them return to a normal lifestyle and dealing with 

the  injuries, both physical and mental, that they face 

when returning to the US and the unique demands 

that their service placed on them.  Salute to them, to 

Mike and Sandi, and to all who participated in this 

fine and solemn event. 
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No Reservations October 3
rd

 -10
th

, 2016 

Laissez les bon temps rouler – (Let the Good Times Roll)  

Unlike many of you retirees that can take a weeklong trip at the 

lift of a kickstand, Francis and I still are part of that daily work 

routine crowd.  However, each year we mark the calendar for a 

one week trip which we normally take in early October.  

We head out with no real destination in mind, just knowing 

that we have from Saturday through Sunday to escape from the 

robotic world we live in. We truly get excited about our trip 

each year.  I have  enough airline points to fly just about any-

where for free or we could drive the car and stay a lot drier, but 

we elect to take the scooter. Something about the outside ele-

ments and the purr of that big Harley motor that makes us 

really feel alive. I guess riding a Harley is like a “rolling C - PAP 

machine”, kind of forces the air down your lungs? You know 

what I’m talking about! 

Our trip begins like any of yours: just trying to get out of Flor-

ida. It’s a full days run no matter which way you go, either 

north or west. Frances always manages to load more gear than 

a bike should carry but once I manhandle it to a vertical posi-

tion and get it balanced we’re ready to go. I’ve also found that  

after arriving at our hotel and unloading all of Frances’ luggage 

our Ultra Limited handles more like a Harley Sportster! 

We headed out Saturday, deciding to ride to Apalachicola to 

spend the night. Our first stop was in Perry, FL Deals Oyster 

house for a great seafood lunch. Now if you’ve never been to 

Deal’s Oyster house, it’s a must to see them play the POGO 

stick. Go to their Facebook page and you’ll see what I’m talking 

about. It’s quite comical and fun when they come through the 

restaurant playing that damn thing and it will sure put a smile 

on your face. Great food and service. Check it out.                                                          

We never make reservations so we pulled over and punched in 

hotels on the GPS to find out what was available in Apalachi-

cola, booking a room at the Gibson Inn. Our next door neighbor 

rides a Vespa and on a one in a million chance the group he 

rides with was there at the same hotel.  We had dinner with a 

bunch of strangers except for our neighbor and 

he kindly picked up the tab.  I felt like big 

brother around all the Vespa guys. That old ho-

tel reminded me of my mother’s house. Neat 

city and lots of food options to be had. For all 

you boaters, make sure to check out the Mari-

time Museum and the 100 ft. long canoe that was found 

around this area. It’s worth the trip for you history buffs and 

anyone that likes boating. We are looking forward to our ACHOG 

overnight ride to Apalachicola. 

The next morning our decision was where do we go?  Head 

north to Nashville or west to Louisiana?  I love music and guitars 

and Nashville is a great city but for some rea-

son the Cajun country is an easy lure for us. 

We left Apalachicola and headed west with 

both eyes open looking for breakfast which 

we found at a neat little joint named Sharon’s 

Café in Mexico Beach. Had to wait to get in to 

eat but they had good breakfast and fancy 

pancakes.                                                                                                                       

Heading west again we thought we’d go to Flora-Bama but I 

missed the turn and we wanted to get some more miles so we 

headed on over to the Mississippi gulf coast. There was a gigan-

tic car show in Biloxi where we saw some really cool old cars. 

That night was spent in Bay St. Louis at the casino. Our room had 

a great view overlooking the bay.  Frances got slammed by the 

slot machines pretty quick but I got them back 

when I slammed into their all you can eat crab 

legs.  They were delicious and the steak they 

were serving was top shelf. I recommend when 

you are traveling look into staying in the casi-

nos. During the week the room rates are nor-

mally quite reasonable. The GPS is my go to 

when looking for a place to stay.                                                                        

Next stop Louisiana Welcome Center. When 

travelling across states we almost always stop 

at the Welcome Centers and if you are travel-

ing to Louisiana I recommend you do because 

we have always really good rates on a room in 

the middle of the French Quarter. Most of the 

time you get a “boutique hotel” that is not a 

national chain. I always have them ask if they 

have bike parking and most of the time it’s in a covered garage 

with easy access.  We stayed in the Santé Marie.  The only bad 

thing was this was Monday after a Saints game on Sunday and 

we could not check into the room until around 4:00. NO prob-

lem.  We parked the bike in the garage, checked our bag with 

the hotel and hit the French Quarter looking for lunch. One of 

my favorite places, Johnny’s Po Boys, which had been open for 

many years,  had suffered a fire and was closed. We took a rec-

ommendation and went to a place called Oceania; our first time  
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there.  She had an oyster Po Boy and I had the soft shell Crab Po 

Boy. I give it an 8 because it was good but a little pricey.  Later, 

we checked into our room, freshened up, and hit the streets, 

strolling around the Quarter watching the street buskers (street 

entertainers) and artists. We bought a day pass for the street 

cars and rode over the river where we caught the ferry and rode 

over to Algiers and back. Make sure to visit the French Market 

which is a cool place to pick up a few souvenirs for the kids. We 

had a fancy dinner at a new place for us, “Court of Two Sisters” 

which is an old established place. I’ve walked by it a 100 times 

but never ate there. Had a tableside Banana Foster which was 

really good.  We normally don’t do fancy restaurants when on a 

bike trip but this is outside in the 

courtyard and was really nice.  

We hit the streets again, watched 

the freaks and had a couple of 

Hand Grenades like good tourist. 

We then found a street bar 

where they were playing some 

good Cajun music and Cajun 

dancing. It was a blast. Keep in 

mind all of this is walking distance 

to our hotel which was right at a 

$100 a night for the room.       

           

On the way to Alexandria we took some back roads down 

through Houma, LA where there really is a restaurant called 

Boudreau and Thiboudeau. I ate there when our daughter was 

going to culinary school in Louisiana.  We also found an old 

French bakery that has been in busi-

ness since 1884. They bake the 

bread in the back of an old building 

in a brick oven. We bought a loaf 

and packed it for a snack later with 

some good melty butter. Sometimes 

the simple things are the best.            

Next stop was at my baby brothers in Alexandria, LA which was a 

long day’s ride. Crashed at his house one night and enjoyed the 

free room and board. We ate at a  good restaurant Robbie G’s 

and had catfish and beer with bread pudding for desert. I sure 

wish crawfish had been in season. This is one of those local 

places away from the beaten path that everyone knows about. I 

know this sounds like a food trip but it is Louisiana and I know by 

now you must be getting hungry! 

The next morning we head west to Mississippi to my Mom’s 

house. Leaving early we first head over to  Ferriday, LA which is 

an interesting spot. We toured a music museum which is the 

home of Mickey Gilley, Jerry Lee Lewis and others. Great stop for 

us in this really small town. We almost could not get away from 

the director of the museum and figured it was because she does-

n’t get many bikers or tourists coming through their small town. 

Donuts are really big in that part of Louisiana and Mississippi. 

We passed by a small shop 

and did another and decided 

to do a U-turn to grab a 

quick breakfast of donuts 

(and a dozen Hot Tamales 

later). Tamales are also 

popular in the delta towns 

around the Mississippi river 

and a great weakness of 

mine. I grabbed six for break-

fast and had to do a rerun to 

get six more. Frances would normally not eat something like this 

for breakfast but again they were delicious and the homemade 

donuts were not bad either.  Coincidentally, the woman who ran 

the donut shop has the same last name was same as mine, 

Wooten. That was a million to one, maybe I should have gone 

back to the Casino!  I really like going through the river bottoms 

where they still raise and gin cotton. The old cotton gins are still 

there and a lot of history in these areas.                                                                                   

 

 

Our last leg has us heading across the 

Mississippi River into Natchez, MS.  We 

decided to ride the Natchez Trace as 

we head west out of Natchez, which 

the locals simply call “The Trace”.  Now 

the ride starts to get a little 

“interesting”.  I hadn’t topped off my 

tank, and after “quite a few” miles I’m 

thinking maybe I should have.  There are no gas stations on the 

Natchez Trace and the exits lead to very remote parts of Missis-

sippi. The road has absolutely no shoulder, very, very few homes 

and nothing else but the landscape is beautiful. By now my fuel 

gauge has come on and is telling me how far I have left; 35 miles, 

27 miles, and then just the low fuel warning light which means I 

have no idea how much gas I have. My dilemma is do I tell Fran-

ces we are going to run out of gas or not?  This isn’t a conversa-

tion I want to have with her on a headset or face to face. At this 

point, I’m scared I’m going to be out of luck. I punch in gas sta-

tions on my GPS and it gives me 32 miles to the nearest gas sta-

tion but  
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my gas gauge tells me I’ve got much less fuel than that. My butt 

is puckered, I’m coasting where I can, I don’t know how far I can 

go and I don’t have anywhere to pull off. Finally there is an exit 

and it seems like the nearest gas station is still forever away, but 

luck is with us and we make it.  Fueling up, I realized that I only 

had two-tenths of a gallon left in the tank. Lesson learned:  al-

ways top the tank off even if you don’t think you need it!    

 We got to my Mom’s house for a nice visit. She loves it when I 

roll up on the Harley and tell her about where we have been. We 

do the family visit and head out the next morning, riding a hard 

650 miles in one day to be home.  It was a safe, great trip and 

the weather was perfect. I think we rode right at 2,000 miles.  

It’s one of my favorite areas to visit. If you have any questions 

for me, fire away. On the road again,  

the life I love is riding Harley’s with my friends. 

 Until next time.  ~ Charles  

  “Ride”  

  a poem by R.D.Smith    

   Wind whistling fast, 

    whipping around my knees now. 

    Papers blast away, 

   like just so many leaves now. 

 Press left hard and roll in low, 

pour it on and feel her go 

all the way, sliding back outside. 

The wind is not just whistling 

(it's ripping way too fast) 

 No, I'd say it's SCREAMING 

  let's kick it in the ass!  

 

 

 

“Brad” Bradshaw 

Photographer 

Check out all his photos 

on the website!   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Jere Brown 

Webmaster 

 

 

 

    2016 Valentines Day Ride (sponsored by Capt Tim) 
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Riley D Smith 

Newsletter Editor 

Well riders, 2015 is in 

the bag.  And what a 

year it was for ACHOG.  

The successful events 

we both sponsored, at-

tended, and volun-

teered to help run were 

not only fun for all involved, but provided genuine aid 

and sorely needed donations to a number of worthy 

causes.  The Tri-Chapter Christmas party was a re-

sounding success as well, with great attendance from 

all three chapters (and a fantastic pre-party “Courtesy 

Suite” hosted by David and Mary Beach).  It is with 

heavy hearts that we have had to say “until we ride 

together again” to our Head Road Captain Phil Lyons 

after his long and brave fight against cancer.  May he 

always have the wind at his back.  But as he would 

want, with our losses come gains.  The Chapter con-

tinues to grow and we are just getting better as we 

move forward into 2016.  There is so much on tap 

that I won’t try to sum it all up here...suffice to say go 

to the website and check the calendar!   Overnight 

rides, Tri-chapter events, evening rides, Saturday 

rides, Sunday rides, the ever present and growing 

group of Wednesday Riders, well you get the picture.  

As Fred reminds us, if you can’t find something to do 

on a motorcycle with THIS club you may as well sell 

your scoot (but let me have your V&H slip-ons before 

you do!).  I promise more to come in future editions 

of this newsletter and I thank ALL of you for your pa-

tience (especially you Fred) waiting for me to get this 

set to publish.  For myself, I am proud to have been 

selected by this Chapter to be a Road Captain as well.  

I’ll do my best to lead you all on some fun new adven-

tures!  ~ Riley  

Our Next Chapter Meetings: 

 

May 14, 2016 

June 11, 2016 

July 09, 2016 

 

********************* 

VFW  

6184 US HWY 1 S 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL  
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ANCIENT CITY H.O.G. PRIMARY CHAPTER OFFICERS 2016  
 

ANCIENT CITY H.O.G. APPOINTED CHAPTER OFFICERS 2016  
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HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN: RON LOBB 

JOHN BANKS 

“BRAD” BRADSHAW 

JERE BROWN 

JOE DRISCOLL 

ALAN FREZ 

FRED HARRIS 

LYNN HARRIS 

MERLE KRUER 

MARC LONDON 

ROGER LUCAS 

TIM MAHAN 

MIKE MAHORNEY 

RUSS PROTHERO 

RILEY SMITH 

FRANK SMITH 
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ADVERTISING IN ANCIENT CITY H.O.G 


